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Abstract 
Rural development remains a pressing challenge in the Marathwada region 

of Maharashtra, India, a region marked by recurring drought, poverty and under-
infrastructure. Tourism especially rural, heritage, agro- and community-based 
tourism offers a promising pathway to diversify rural livelihoods, stimulate 
infrastructure investment, and preserve cultural and natural assets. This paper 
examines the tourism-rural development nexus in Marathwada: its potential, current 
status, key mechanisms, constraints and prospects. Drawing on secondary literature, 
regional context, and analogous studies, the paper identifies how tourism could be 
harnessed for inclusive rural development in Marathwada, what obstacles must be 
addressed, and what operational recommendations may increase the likelihood of 
positive outcomes. 
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Introduction 

The region of Marathwada in central Maharashtra comprises seven districts 

(Aurangabad/Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, Beed, Jalna, Latur, Nanded, Osmanabad and 

Parbhani). It has historically faced structural disadvantages: erratic rainfall, drought-

prone terrain, lower levels of infrastructure investment, and high poverty incidence.  In 

this setting, rural livelihoods are heavily dependent on agriculture which is vulnerable 

to climate and market volatility. Diversifying rural income sources has become a vital 

policy imperative. 

Context: 

Tourism has emerged globally and in India as a tool for rural development: by 

creating non-farm income, promoting local entrepreneurship, improving connectivity 

and infrastructure, preserving heritage and culture, and enabling linkages between rural 

producers and urban or tourist markets. Marathwada is part of the state of Maharashtra, 

a region historically lagging behind other parts of the state in infrastructure, rainfall and 

diversification of economy. The region’s rural economy is dominated by agriculture 

(cotton, pulses, some horticulture), and vulnerability to drought and low productivity is 

high.  The region has also several heritage sites (forts, old city towns), religious 

pilgrimage sites (e.g., Nanded in Sikh pilgrimage) and natural landscapes that could 

support tourism.  The region’s tourism potential remains under-leveraged. 

One regional body, the Marathwada Tourism Development Chamber (MTDC) 

is tasked with promoting tourism in the region.  Efforts to use heritage tourism (e.g., 

study on “Land Forts of Marathwada region”) show interest in leveraging historic 

assets.  Meanwhile emerging agro-tourism (farm stays, rural experiences) is noted in the 

literature review for the region.  Thus, there exist the twin dimensions of rural tourism: 

heritage tourism linked to places, and agro-/community-based  

tourism linked to rural livelihoods 

Tourism as a Tool for Rural Development in Marathwada 

Here we examine how tourism can contribute to rural development in Marathwada, via 

specific mechanisms, and assess how the region currently stands. 

Analysis:  

Tourism as a Tool for Rural Development in Marathwada 

Here we examine how tourism can contribute to rural development in Marathwada, via 

specific mechanisms, and assess how the region currently stands. 

1. Diversification of Rural Livelihoods: 

Tourism introduces non-farm income opportunities: homestays, guided tours, rural craft 

sales, local cuisine, cultural performances, agro-experiences. For a drought-prone 

region like Marathwada, such diversification is valuable: when agriculture fails or is 

uncertain, tourism income can provide resilience. The literature on rural tourism 

globally supports this link.  In Marathwada, the note of agro-tourism evolution suggests 

local people are adopting tourism-led ventures.  These ventures can help retain youth in 

rural areas and reduce migration. 
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2. Infrastructure and Connectivity: 

Tourism demands better roads, sanitation, accommodation, signage, internet connectivity, transport. By promoting tourism in 

rural areas, local infrastructure may be upgraded, benefiting both residents and tourists. For example, improved road 

connectivity to tourist spots also helps farm producers access markets. The literature shows that infrastructure investment 

associated with tourism has spill-over effects in rural development.  For Marathwada, focusing on making rural places 

accessible, comfortable for tourists could both raise tourism numbers and general rural welfare. 

3. Preservation of Cultural and Natural Heritage: 

Rural tourism often leverages heritage (forts, historical buildings, traditional villages), landscape (hills, plateau, rural scenery) 

and local culture (folk arts, cuisine). In Marathwada, the study on heritage tourism of land forts shows potential for 

regenerating heritage under tourism. 

4. Community Participation and Empowerment: 

For rural development, tourism must include local communities meaningfully: as owners, employees, administrators. When 

communities gain from tourism (not just outside investors), benefits retain locally and are more sustainable. The generic rural 

tourism literature emphasises stakeholder voices and local workforce development.  In Marathwada, an emerging agro-

tourism theme suggests community interest. 

5. Linkages with Agriculture Crafts and Local Value Chains: 

In rural regions, tourism can create demand for local agricultural produce, crafts, cuisine, local services. For example, tourists 

staying in a homestay may purchase local organic produce, enjoy local food, buy handicrafts. For a region like Marathwada, 

where agriculture is challenged, linking tourism to agriculture & craft value chains makes sense. Although direct empirical 

local studies are limited, the regional literature hints at agro-tourism opportunities. 

Opportunities Specific to Marathwada 

Despite the challenges, Marathwada offers unique  

Opportunities for tourism-based rural development: 

Heritage forts and historical architecture: The region has numerous forts and heritage sites (land forts) that can be revived and 

linked into heritage tourism circuits. The study by Paranjape & Badge demonstrates a framework for revenue generation 

through heritage tourism in Marathwada.  

Agro-tourism potential: 

 Given the predominance of agriculture in rural Marathwada, farm stays, agro-experiences (cotton, horticulture, pulses) and 

interactive rural lifestyles offer niche tourism experiences (especially for urban guests). The literature review shows growth of 

agro-tourism in the region.  

Religious and pilgrimage tourism linkages:  

Places like Nanded attract pilgrimage tourists. Linking rural hinterlands around such hubs (homestays, rural experiences) can 

tap into existing tourist flows.  

Community‐based tourism and authenticity:  

Rural Marathwada can market authentic experiences folk art, rural festivals, cuisine, crafts which urban tourists increasingly 

value. 

Conclusion: 

Tourism holds real promise as a strategic tool for rural development in Marathwada. By leveraging the region’s heritage 

forts, rural lifestyle, agriculture and culture, and by developing community‐centric, infrastructure‐enabled rural tourism 

circuits, the region can diversify rural livelihoods, stimulate local entrepreneurship, improve infrastructure, and reduce 

migration pressures. However, this promise will only be realised if the key enabling factors local participation, capacity 

building, marketing, infrastructure, sustainability, institutional coordination are addressed. The Marathwada region’s 

particular context (drought vulnerability, poverty, agricultural dependence, under-investment) makes tourism an especially 

pertinent livelihood diversification option. With well‐designed policy support and operational implementation, rural tourism 

can contribute meaningfully to inclusive rural development in Marathwada. 
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